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Voltaire had declared centuries before Russell that if there is
no God we shall have to invent one.

Russell is of the view that the universe is constituted by
material atoms or energy. These atoms are quite indifferent
to man, who is an accidental product of those atoms. Russell's
view can be called Naturalistic Atheism. This view accordingly
thinks that the ideal has no practical importance. It is based
on imagination. The actual alone is important. This view
reduces even art, literature and other cultural tendencies to
the status of a useless object. The world, to these pessimists,
appears to be without any value or significance. It is also
absurd to think that religion is the product of fear. It is only
the weak who seek support. But for the weak and the meek,
it is the physical power which is the need, and not divine
protector. Religion is based on selfless love for the Lord and
not on fear. A la nib cannot love the lion, and a weak person
cannot love the Lord. Only those who do not care for any-';
thing except for their love can be true followers of religion,
intimately it is the love that counts and not anything else.
Those persons who are stricken by fear cannot enjoy life. In-
stead of saying that people turn to religion out of fear, we
should say that love destroys the sense of fear lurking in
human heart. Naturalistic atheism therefore cannot be a
substitute of religion. If one clings to it, one shall develop
merely a spirit of pessimism and joylessness and an attitude
of frozen indifference towards nature.

Sometimes it is said that man cannot know the ulti-
mate Reality. Human intellect is too weak to know the
Supreme. Therefore God does exist, but He is simply
unknowable.

But this view too is not correct.   How can we say that
God cannot be known at all.   He may not be known to us a
present* He may be known afterwards and through othe
means too*   God can be known through an intense internal